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Introduction	  

Citizens for a Healthy Toronto Waterfront 

Toronto’s waterfront hosts up to 17 million visitors per year, drawing residents from all over Toronto and tourists for relaxation and 

recreation. It is also cottage country for many who do not have the means to go north for vacation. Toronto’s waterfront is a living 

breathing gem that belongs to everyone in the city.  

Citizens for a Healthy Toronto Waterfront are Torontonians concerned about human, environmental and wildlife health in context of 

the proposed jets and expansion of the Toronto island airport. Expanding the airport and introducing jets will increase air, noise and 

water pollution and is therefore unhealthy and will do harm to our waterfront. We formed to organize a Citizens’ Health Meeting on 

October 30, 2013, with the intention of collaboratively defining a citizen’s vision for a healthy Toronto waterfront. Our goal is to 

prevent harm, in order to preserve a green waterfront for generations to come! 

 

 

The Citizens’ Health Meeting on October 30, 2013 was organized by Teresa Ascencao, Wendy Fisher, Heather Flannery, Ron 

Jenkins, Henry Piersig, Vicki Piersig, Vladimir Hiritsch, Rick Persich, Toby Lake, Braz Menezes, Elizabeth Littlejohn and Jaime Lucio. 

 

This document was compiled by Teresa Ascencao, Acting Coordinator, Citizens for a Healthy Toronto Waterfront 

HealthTorontoWaterfront.org 

info@healthytorontowaterfront.org 
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Motivation	  and	  Goals	  

On April 10, 2013 Robert Deluce, CEO of Porter Airlines, pre-ordered Bombardier jets and asked the City’s Executive Council to 

approve his order within three months! Never before has a massive infrastructure been forced for approval at City Hall in such a short 

time frame. The process has since been delayed, but voting is scheduled for December 2013 – within an unprecedented 6 months. 

As a result, there has been time pressure placed on all parties involved in various assessment processes. There was an HIA 

workshop on October 9, 2013 inviting a select list of key stakeholder organizations, but the public and media were not allowed to 

attend, the meeting was not video or audio recorded, the invite list was not made public, and there has been no public consultation 

on health. 

As health is a critical issue for the public and given the health assessment is being rushed due to an imposed external corporate 

deadline, Citizens for a Health Toronto Waterfront organized a Citizens’ Health Meeting to collaboratively define a citizen's vision 

– OUR vision - for a healthy Toronto waterfront! The product of this meeting is this document, a “Citizens’ Vision Statement 

for a Healthy Toronto Waterfront.” 
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Citizens’	  Health	  Meeting	  

Citizens for a Healthy Toronto Waterfront organized a Citizens’ Health Meeting by-and-for the people of Toronto. This took place on 

October 30, 2013, 7pm at Metro Hall. The meeting launched with presentations by key health and design professionals who spoke to 

health concerns. The goal of the meeting was a facilitated group workshop to co-create a health manifesto, a “Citizens’ Vision 

Statement for Toronto’s Waterfront.” The October 30 meeting was attended by over eighty citizens from all over Toronto.  

In the workshop, issues surrounding air, noise and water were solicited from attendees, with respect to human, environmental and 

wildlife health. This resulting collaborative document, “Citizens’ Vision Statement for a Healthy Toronto Waterfront,” outlines health 

solutions for Toronto’s waterfront. It will be submitted to Toronto City Council to provide guidance from stakeholder involvement as 

they head towards the December vote.  We will also offer it publicly on our website, HealthTorontoWaterfront.org.  

The following were the key speakers at the Citizens’ Health Meeting: 

 

Speaker 01: Sarah Miller worked for 35 years with the office of Canadian Environmental Law Association. Her projects ranged from 
Great Lakes protection, to cancer prevention and various public health protection issues. 

Speaker 02: Elizabeth Littlejohn, Professor of Communications, Culture and Information Technology, Sheridan ITAL. Elizabeth 
teaches Social Innovation and Sustainable Design. She is also a member of Citizens' Climate Lobby. 

Speaker 03: Hal Beck, P. Eng., Citizen Member of Community Liaison Committee, Toronto Port Authority and City of Toronto Traffic 
Study, YQNA rep to Toronto Port Authority’s Community Liaison Committee, BQNA rep to Toronto Port Authority Tunnel 
Construction Committee, waterfront stakeholder rep on Steering Committee of Eireann Quay Transportation Study. 

Speaker 04: Pieter Josef Jugovic, CCFP and MD at Toronto East General Hospital (Toronto) / William Osler Health Centre-
Brampton Civic Hospital (Brampton).  
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Prevent	  Harm	  to	  our	  Waterfront! 

Expanding the island airport and introducing jets will increase air, noise and water pollution. Expansion of the airport is unhealthy and 

will do harm to our waterfront. The onus is on those who want expansion to scientifically prove otherwise. And this must be done 

before Councillors vote on this issue! 

Citizens consider health a priority issue in relation to the proposed island airport expansion and introduction of jets. Citizens for a 

Healthy Toronto Waterfront, people who attended the October 30 Citizens’ Health Meeting, and a growing list others who are 

following our Facebook page and are on our e-mailing list, share this concern about human, environmental and wildlife health in 

context of the proposed jets and expansion of the Toronto island airport.  

Our elected representatives, our Councillors, have a duty to consider their constituents’ public health concerns. This document, 

“Citizens’ Vision Statement for a Healthy Toronto Waterfront, serves as a guide to Councillors and the City's processes, ultimately 

leading to a vote in December, 2013. It defines a collective citizens’ vision for a healthy waterfront with emphasis is on preventing 

harm to Toronto’s Waterfront. Expansion of the island airport and introduction of jets is against Toronto’s vision for a green 

waterfront. 
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Citizens’	  Vision	  Statements	  for	  a	  Healthy	  Toronto	  Waterfront	  

At the October 30 Citizens’ Health Meeting, the “Citizens’ Vision Statement for a Healthy Toronto Waterfront” was co-created in a 

group workshop format. Participants sat at round tables to brainstorm health solutions. Each table brainstormed and noted their ideas 

onto sticky notes. Based on consensus, each table attached their best ideas onto categorized paper templates with headings such as 

“Clean Water Vision Statements,” “Serene Sounds Vision Statements” etc. By the end of the workshop, new categories emerged. 

The following is a summary of the top 170 sticky note submissions by category: 

 
Clean Water Vision Statements 

• We are made of 98% water 
• Water must be studied as part of the Health Impact Assessment 
• Maintain blue flag beaches, healthy aquatic life, clean drinking water 
• Abide by the Great Lakes Water Quality Agreement 
• Clean up current airport pollution runoff before considering expansion (de-icing chemicals, runway chemicals, fuel leakage 

and spillage from refueling and storage, and run off from airport pavements and rooftops) 
• Stop fuel dumping from flying aircraft 
• Monitor airport water pollution 
• Add and enhance water cleaning programs 

 
Clean Air Vision Statements 

• Conduct air quality tests and depend less on modeling 
• Know that air pollution contains carcinogens and is the cause of lung diseases, cancer, heart disease and death (World 

Health Organization’s studies)  
• Acknowledge that airport expansion will increase air pollution via increase in road and air traffic, especially during idling and 

run-ups. 
• Stop the accumulation of black film inside people’s homes 
• Rectify current problem of fuel fumes from airport as they are causing nausea and headaches in residents 
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• Conduct an environmental assessment 
• Study current cancer clusters in waterfront and Toronto island neighbourhoods 
• Study negative economic impacts from health deterioration 

 
Serene Sounds Vision Statements 

• Protect waterfront as place of escape from city noise 
• Protect waterfront as sanctuary for wildlife and musical sounds  
• Abide by City’s noise bylaws 
• End engine run-ups 
• Conduct NEF contour over water (sounds carries further on water than land – no surprise why Jesus preached from a boat!) 
• Conduct full MOE assessment on noise 
• Assess and assign costs for window soundproof retrofits in currently affected neighbourhoods 
• Know that noise pollution can interfere with children’s learning 
• Know that airport noise can cause heart disease, morbidity and even mortality 
• Put up more sound barriers before considering expansion 

 
Green Spaces Vision Statements 

• Enhance and protect green waterfront and Toronto Island 
• Maintain and enhance wildlife habitats 
• Ensure accessibility to waterfront, not just in a physical sense 
• Do not tip the scale towards waterfront industrialization 

 
Safety Vision Statements 

• Prohibit fuel farms within heart of city, waterfront and Toronto Island 
• Prohibit transportation of fuel through city streets, past Bathurst Quay schools and daycare, and onto airport passenger ferry 
• Learn from Lac-Mégantic accident 
• Devise an safety, emergency and evacuation plans 
• Know the bird strike risks on jet engines considering enormous quantities of birds in the airport vicinity 
• Correct current dangerous road traffic conditions around airport before considering expansion 
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• Consider legal responsibilities with respect to potential future airport accidents 
• Assess structural building tolerances around low flight paths 

 
Fair Processes Vision Statements 

• Onus is on parties that want to expand airport to scientifically prove no harm 
• Conduct a full Health Impact Assessment with enough time to consult with citizens prior to Council vote 
• Conduct historical epidemiological studies 
• Consultant reports must require disclaimers on quality and criteria of reports 
• Disallow externally imposed deadlines that impose on City’s requirements for democratic processes 
• Ensure corporate motivations do not trump citizen’s needs and health 
• Require a Public Health Consultation with ample time before voting 
• Consider legal ramifications of harm to various aspects of health 

 
Future Vision Statements 

• Ensure corporate agendas do not trump the preservation of a green waterfront 
• Ensure taxpayers’ dollars towards revitalizing the waterfront are not wasted in a harmful airport expansion 
• Maintain Toronto’s position as top ten livable cities 
• Develop a seven generation plan for a green waterfront 
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Oct	  30	  Citizens’	  Health	  Meeting	  Attendees  (Co-creators of the Health Manifesto) 

 

Vladimir Hiritsch 
Teresa Ascencao 
Roy Mitchell 
Braz Menezes (YQNA) 
Pam Mazza ( YRNA) 
Klaus Hatje 
Friedel Hatje 
Bill Freeman (CAIR) 
Pat Jeffries 
Frank Glosnek 
Jaime Monteiro (Occupy Toronto) 
Barry Lipton (CAIR & NoJetsTO) 
Diana Green (NoJetsTO) 
Jack Evas Parsons 
Agni Avas Parsons 
Michael White (Bring Back the Don) 
Sylvia Pellman (St. Lawrence 
Neighbourhood Association) 
Leida Englar (CAIR) 
Meghan Early (Humber College) 
Jim Panou (BQNA) 
Miriam Garfinkle 
Jacob Stoller 
Tamor Trusier 
 

Elsie Peter 
Werner Powtsh (Level 5 Performance) 
Elaine Stewart 
Elizabeth Block 
Peter Holt 
Timuir Khaliullin 
Geoff Kettel 
Anshul Kapoor (NoJetsTO) 
Tim Ehlich (NoJetsTO) 
Roland Jonker 
Jocabo Jonker 
Louis Kestler 
Ted Whittaker 
Karen Brown 
Jerry Englan 
Geri Doherty 
Norma Sterlue 
Heather Johnson 
Anne Barber 
Jess Dawe (NoJetsTO) 
Will Ciguess (YQNA) 
Brenda Roman 
Eugene Poon 
Mike Comrie (South Beach Townhomes) 

 
Gene Desfor (NoJetsTO) 
Dorothy Gold Roseby 
Harold Swartz 
Mary Anderson 
George Prodanon 
Lynda Eunson 
M.M. Giroux 
Kiki Olafsir 
Bruce Dickson 
Lisa Binnie (Portlands Sensory Walk) 
Akwieler 
Shirley Bush 
Sarah Miller (CELA) 
Hal Beck (BQNA) 
Dr. Pieter Josef Jugovic (Toronto East 
General Hospital) 
Teresinha Ascensao 
Rick Persich 
Vicki Piersig 
Henry Piersig 
Wendy Fisher 
Heather Flannery 
Ron Jenkins 
Cathy Barr (NoJetsTO) 
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